An Roinn Iompair
Department of Transport

Marine Notice No. 35 of 2021

Notice to all Shipowners, Fishing Vessel Owners, Agents, Shipmasters, Skippers, Fishers,
Yachtsmen and Seafarers

Geophysical Route Survey Operations:
Northeast Atlantic Ocean.

1. Notice of activity

The Department of Transport has been advised of a Geophysical Marine Route Survey
Operation taking place in the Northeast Atlantic Ocean. The survey activity is scheduled to
begin on 7 June 2021 and will be completed by early November 2021, weather permitting.

2. Location of Activity

All survey activities will take place within the Irish TS, Irish CZ and Irish EEZ. Coordinates of
major boundaries along the survey route, together with estimated dates at which the vessel
is likely to be in position, are summarized below.

Estimate Date of Survey Latitude Longitude
12th June 2021 53° 13.655'N 009° 06.095'W
24th June 2021 53° 05.565'N 010° 14.985°'W
25th June 2021 53° 05.940'N 010° 15.086’'W
29th June 2021 54° 06.251'N 011° 43.129'W

For further information on the survey area please refer to the appendices at the end of this
marine notice.

3. Vessel Details and Safety Information

The survey will be conducted by the “RV Ridley Thomas” (callsign: V7JK2). The vessel will
undertake 24/7 cable route survey operations. Survey operations will include the stern
deployment of a sonar towfish tethered with steel cable at varying water depths, to collect
geophysical/bathymetric mapping data for a proposed undersea telecommunications cable.
The towfish towing wire layback will be 3 times the water depth behind the vessel stern. The
maximum depth of the tow operations will be 100 metres. The sonar sensor will be towed
approximately 20-40 metres from the seafloor.
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The survey corridor is 500 metres centred on the survey centreline and will include cone
penetration tests and gravity coring. This will take place outside of the 12 nautical miles
boundary only to the end of survey operations within the EEZ; total length of the centreline is
approximately 175 kilometres.

The vessel will be Monitoring Channels VHF 16 & 13. The vessel will display appropriate
lights and signals. All vessels operating within this area are requested to keep their distance,
maintaining a safety zone around the survey vessel, and pass at minimum speed to reduce
vessel wash.

4. Contact Details

For any fisheries related queries, please contact:

Jim McMahon on +353 (0)1 8536500 or at im@mdmeng.ie

All mariners are reminded of their responsibilities under the International Collision
Regulations and are reminded of Marine Notice No. 17 of 2007, which gives general advice
in relation to the activities of vessels engaged in survey work for hydrographic, seismic,
fishing research and underwater operations.

The International Regulations for Prevention of Collisions at Sea (COLREGS) are
implemented in Irish law by the Merchant Shipping (Collision Regulations) (Ships and Water
Craft on the Water) Order 2012 [S.l. No. 507 of 2012], and the Signals of Distress (Ships)
Rules 2012 [S.l. N0.170 of 2012]. See Marine Notice No. 06 of 2013. These Statutory
Instruments may be purchased by mail order from Government Publications, Office of Public
Works, 52 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2. Tel: (01) 6476834/1890-213434. They are also
available online at: www.irishstatutebook.ie.

Note: Marine Notices are issued purely for maritime safety and navigation reasons and
should not be construed as conferring rights or granting permissions.

Irish Maritime Administration,
Department of Transport,
Leeson Lane, Dublin 2, D02 TR60, Ireland.

31/05/2021

Encl: Appendix 1,2,3 & 4

For any technical assistance in relation to this Marine Notice, please contact:
The Marine Survey Office, email: MSO@transport.gov.ie
For general enquiries, please contact the Maritime Safety Policy Division, email:
MaritimeSafetyPolicyDivision@transport.gov.ie
Written enquiries concerning Marine Notices should be addressed to:
Dept. of Transport, Maritime Safety Policy Division, Leeson Lane, Dublin 2, D02 TR60, Ireland.
email: MarineNotices@transport.gov.ie or visit us at: www.gov.ie/transport
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Appendix 1: Summary of the centreline for the survey route from 15m WD to the
12nm boundary

A summary of the centreline for the survey route from 15m WD to the 12nm boundary is
presented in Table below. The approximate route length is 96 kilometers. It is anticipated that
this section will be surveyed between 12 - 24 June 2021.

LATITUDE LONGITUDE
53°05.656' N 010°14.985' W
53°05.979' N 010°13.424' W
53°07.930' N 010°10.396' W
53°08.192' N 010°09.475' W
53°08.376' N 010°08.673' W
53°08.331' N 010°05.524' W
53°08.195' N 010°01.120' W
53°08.155' N 009°57.629' W
53°07.904' N 009°56.521' W
53°05.695' N 009°52.094' W
53°05.241' N 009°50.536' W
53°04.782' N 009°47.876' W
53°03.719' N 009° 45.250' W
53°03.452' N 009°43.294' W
53°03.528' N 009°41.946' W
53°03.437' N 009°41.452' W
53°03.221' N 009°40.852' W
53°02.474' N 009° 39.708' W
53°01.531' N 009° 37.189' W
53°00.726' N 009° 33.493' W
53°00.704' N 009°31.382' W
53°00.566' N 009° 29.886' W
53°00.648' N 009°28.861' W
53°00.866" N 009° 28.208' W
53°01.027' N 009° 27.642° W
53°01.292' N 009°26.982' W
53°02.017' N 009° 25.768' W
53°02.878' N 009°24.810' W
53°03.809' N 009°24.274' W
53°04.747' N 009° 23.653' W
53°09.524' N 009°21.104' W
53°09.840' N 009°20.735' W
53°10.083' N 009°20.136' W
53°12.032' N 009°12.832' W
53°12.328' N 009°11.721' W
53°12.453' N 009°10.912' W
53°13.275' N 009°07.180' W
53°13.396' N 009° 06.677' W
53°13.655' N 009° 06.095' W
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Appendix 2: A summary of the centreline for the survey route from the 12nm to the of
end of the survey

A summary of the centreline for the survey route from the 12nm to end of survey is presented
in Table below. Approximate route length is 175 kilometers. It is anticipated that this section

will be surveyed between 25 -29 June 2021.

LATITUDE LONGITUDE
53°03.892' N 010°31.173'W
53°04.121' N 010°35.664' W
53°04.448' N 010°29.818' W
53°04.815' N 010°27.675' W
53°04.892' N 010°23.320' W
53°05.209' N 010°19.950' W
53°05.464' N 010°18.126' W
53°05.940' N 010°15.086' W
53°07.056' N 010°38.694' W
53°08.099' N 010°39.720' W
53°09.095' N 010°40.227' W
53°12.536' N 010°43.080' W
53°15.593' N 010°43.423' W
53°18.975' N 010°45.583' W
53°20.357' N 010°47.991' W
53°22.416' N 010°51.581' W
53°24.199' N 010° 54.693' W
53°26.074' N 010°57.963' W
53°26.293' N 010°58.345' W
53°26.730' N 010°59.108' W
53°28.187' N 011°01.651' W
53°29.653' N 011°04.211' W
53°31.146' N 011°06.821' W
53°32.636' N 011°09.437" W
53°33.749' N 011°11.408 W
53°34.119' N 011°12.065 W
53°35.770' N 011°14.991' W
53°37.087' N 011°17.326' W
53°37.639' N 011°18.306' W
53°38.570' N 011°19.959' W
53°40.442' N 011°23.224' W
53°41.323' N 011°24.480' W
53°42.595' N 011°25.422' W
53°44.376' N 011°26.743' W
53°46.206' N 011°28.100' W
53°46.385' N 011°28.232' W
53°48.354' N 011°29.688' W
53°50.579' N 011°31.334' W
53°51.339' N 011°31.897' W
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53°52.200' N

011°32.535' W

53°54.332' N 011°34.111' W
53°56.309' N 011°35.571' W
53°58.119' N 011°36.910' W
54°00.234' N 011°38.486' W
54°01.036' N 011°39.108' W
54°02.213' N 011°40.044' W
54°03.797' N 011°41.127'W
54°05.998' N 011°42.947' W
54°06.251' N 011°43.129' W
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Appendix 3: Survey Centreline for subsea telecommunications cable route survey
within Ireland TS
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Appendix 4: Survey Centreline for subsea telecommunications cable route survey

within CZ and EEZ
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